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Foreword 
by Paul Gravett 


Jig and Reel 
West end 


Terrific Island 
A bit of Skullduggery 


2ZOOO B.C. 
“Cheap holiday in someone else s 
misery” (part 1) 


In My Neighbourhood 
Who's got the remote (part 1) 


“1B” Mowie 
A life 


coming soon to this comic: 
Dinosaurs Walk 
the Earth 
And end up playing Vegas... 


plus... 


Get the Joke 


by Paul 


ees paintings, five foot square, line her 


studio, unfinished. Working in oils on canvas, 


spending weeks on one single image, allowed 
no outlet for Carol’s other interests: in reading 
fiction - Kerouac, Carver - and writing her 
own; in movies, by Scorsese, Malick, Wenders, 
so many others; in music, nearly all of it 
American; and in comics, the so-called ‘new’ 


comics, more personal and expressive. 


Back then, in the summer of 1987, London’s 
Institute of Contemporary Art was showing 
Comic Iconoclasm, a skewed survey of ‘high’ 
art inspired by ‘lowly’ comics. On September 
12th, Carol joined a workshop there organised 
by Escape, the magazine I co-edited. Rather 
than presuming to teach anyone, the object was 
to get everybody to create a page for a comic 
to be produced in two hours on the ICA’s 
photocopier. Carol came up with six silent 
panels, in which a young man finds blissful 
oblivion in his can of beer, echoed as the city 


around him distorts and wobbles in sympathy. 


Whether this, perhaps her first strip, convinced 
her to persevere with them, she soon found 


that comics were her ideal medium. She began 


Grawett 


composing each panel both as a painting and a 
movie shot. She switched to stark, textural 
charcoal, in a style that French BD* critics have 
termed ‘ligne grasse’, literally the ‘dirty’ or 
‘rough’ line’, polar opposite of the overused 
Tintin-esque ‘ligne clair’ or ‘clear line’ and so 


much more sensitive and human. 


She also found her voice, keeping her words to 
the minimum, using terse dialogue and silences, 
constantly shifting ‘camera’ angles and fierce, 
warped perspectives, to add to the feeling of 
disorientation. Atmospheric, oblique, darkly 
humorous, her strips are like glimpses that hint 
of bigger stories, about the bands and the 
buskers, the skinheads and squats, the London 
where she lives, and about the teen rebels, 
displaced, disaffected, outsiders, on the road, on 
the run, in the mythic America we all know from 


films, novels, paintings and songs. 


Take the ‘Way Out’, the exit, that Carol’s strips 
offer and step into the ‘way-out’, (sur)real world 


that is right there on your doorstep. 


Paut Gravett, 1992 


Lonpon, ENGLAND 


“BD is the French term for both comic books and comic strips 
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: ce sex, violence, 
superheroes, supervillains, ads (fake), talking bugs, funny 
animals, tell-all autobiography, soaked liberally with light 
and dark humour. SIN’s got it all 


Way Out Strips 


by Carol Swain 

Ai oblique, darkly humorous, her strips are like 
glimpses that hint of bigger stories, about the bands and the 
buskers, the skinheads and squats, the London where she 
lives, and about the teen rebels, displaced, disaffected, 
outsiders, on the road, on the run, in the mythic America we 
all know from films, novels, paintings, and songs.” 

Poul Gravett 


by, Nick Craine 

24 \na medium where costumed heroes fight tooth and nail to 
+ keep their identities secret. The Cheese Heads overturn 

everything to find their own. It's a shoestring mixture of pain 

ond indifference, a joyride on the road to enlightenment. 


Z y me 

Reactor Girl 

me Various 

vFS2 An anthology of black and white urban tales, where pointers, 
47 playwrights and photographers (among others) join 

cortoonists and illustrators in the exploration of the comic 

_ book narrative, dispensing a healthy dose of socal commen- 
ee 
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VISt EK NENG READER 
VVVVVVVY 
I Must Own Them! 
please send me: . 


CO SIN #1 (available in June) 

Cl Way Out Strips #1 (available in May) 

Co The Cheese Heads (cirde) #1 #2 #3 #4 
© Reactor Girl (crde) #1 #2 #3 #4 

all single issues are $3.00 each , postpaid* 


Subscriptions 


4 issues $10.50 CAN $9.00 USA & Foreign” 
2 Way Out Strips 


6 issues $15.50 CAN $13.40 USA & Foreign* 
CO The Cheese Heads (begin with issue #__) 
Reactor Girl (begin with issue #__) 
oSIN 


name 
address 

city 
province/state zip/postal code 
I certify that | am 18 years of age or older 


Endosed is my cheque or money order for 
$ 


Conodian residents pay in Canadian funds, all 
others, please pay in U.S. funds (Canadian resi- 
dents please add 7% G.S.1. Ontario residents 
please add 8% P.S.T.) 


*Foreign countries, please add 75¢ per individual 
book, $3.00 on 4 issue subscriptions, $4.50 on 6 
issue subscriptions 


Send all orders to 
TRAGEDY STRIKES PRESS 
30 Wyndham St. N, Guelph, Ontario, Conada 
NIH 4E5. Please allow 6-8 weeks for orders. 


AAAAAAAA 


everybody’s doing it... 
ay 
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ComING IN JUNE. 


A new bi-monthly humour book from the mind and pen of Reactor Girl artist Jason Stephens. 


Coming soon to this comic... 
“DINOSAURS WALK THE EARTH” 
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( and end up playing Vegas) 


“GET THE JOKE” 
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